Operational Energy – Innovation (OE-I) Directorate 6.3 & 6.4 Research, Development, Test & Evaluation (RDT&E) Programs Continuous/Open Solicitation Announcement
Solicitation Type: Continuous/Open
Target Audience: Government Laboratories, Industry Partners, and Academic Researchers

NOTE: This Continuous/Open Solicitation is outside any of OE-I’s Call for Proposals or Targeted Request for Project Proposals. (See Table 1 Below)



1.0 Introduction
The OE-I Directorate operates in collaboration with the Services and Combatant Commands, seeding joint innovation efforts. Under the auspices of Office of Under Secretary of War, OE-I provides policy, oversight, and program management for innovation. OE-I embeds the warfighter’s voice into investment decisions, but that is not the only driver. Department-wide strategies, such as the National Defense Authorization Act and the National Defense Strategy, in addition to presidential executive orders and congressional interest items inform investment decisions.
The DoW expands OE capabilities via focused Research, Development, Test & Evaluation (RDT&E) investments. The Operational Energy Capability Improvement Fund (OECIF) 6.3 Science & Technology (S&T) (advanced technology development) and Operational Energy Prototyping Fund (OEPF) 6.4 non-S&T (test, demonstration, and validation) programs invite government laboratories, industry partners, and academic researchers to submit innovative ideas that align with this goal. 

The OE-I Directorate hosts three call types as outlined within Table 1 below. This announcement is for the Continuous/Open Solicitation call type.

Table 1: OE-I Call Type Summary

	Call Type
	Program
	Topic
	SAFiRE™ Intake Path
	Who Can Submit
	Time Period

	Call for Proposals  
	OEPF 
OECIF
	Designated as either OEPF or OECIF Core Focus Areas
	Government Proposal Submission Path 
· OEPF Proposal Form 
· OECIF Proposal Form (TBD)
	Government Personnel Only (must have an applicable email address)
	Set Timeline (IAW Call Released by OE-I on www.oecif.org)

	Targeted Request for Project Proposals (RPP)
	OEPF 
OECIF 
	Specific Topic
	Targeted RPP Path 
· Tailored Proposal Form per Topic (provided by OE-I)
	· Invited Parties 
· Any Party that believes they have something to offer (can be from any organization; any email type permitted)
	Set Timeline (IAW Call Released by OE-I on www.oecif.org)

	Continuous/ Open Solicitation
	OEPF 
OECIF
	No Set Topic; Open to Submitter to demonstrate alignment to OE-I Core Focus Areas
	· Type 1: Government Consultation Path (must have an applicable email address)
· Type 2: Industry Market Analysis Path (all other emails including CTR permitted)  
	· Type 1: Government Only (team can include non-Government team members)
· Type 2: Any Other Party with no current Government lead (Industry, Academia, FFRDC, etc.)
	Continuous (IAW Call Released by OE-I on www.oecif.org)





2.0 Desired Capabilities & Focus Areas
The OE-I Directorate’s programs strategically invest in both first-of-a-kind technology development (OECIF 6.3) and test, demonstration, and validation of first-of-a-kind capabilities ready for militarization and transition into a program of record (OEPF 6.4). This continuous/open solicitation seeks innovations for pre-commercial, military-unique technologies within our core focus areas (below) for OECIF. OEPF seeks capabilities ready to transition but its call has no specific topic apart from Operational Energy Innovation. This announcement remains continuously open, and the programs conduct evaluations on a rolling basis. 
Operational energy innovation technologies grant U.S. forces operational flexibility, freedom of action, and a decisive qualitative edge. OECIF prioritizes innovations that align with the focus areas outlined within Table 2.
Table 2. OE-I Core Focus Area Descriptions
	Core Focus Areas
	Description

	OPERATIONAL ENERGY DOMINANCE (6.3 RDT&E S&T)
Delivering actionable real-time energy situational awareness, data supremacy, and overwhelming battlespace capability, OE-I’s Energy Dominance portfolio integrates decision-quality information within CJADC2. 

	Joint Operational Energy Layer (JOEL)
	JOEL targets integrating power and energy information in Joint All-Domain Command and Control (JADC2) systems for shaping and decision making at all echelons – both Service and Combatant Command solutions.

	Sensor Integration
	Sensor Integration is energy sensing — Supporting predictive sustainment, logistics synchronization, and energy resilience across Joint environments.

	ADVANCED OPERATIONAL ENERGY MOBILITY (6.3 RDT&E S&T)
OE-I’s Energy Mobility portfolio is accelerating Joint Force freedom of maneuver and non-kinetic solutions by transforming assured power use and access to directed energy/energy magazine, next-generation propulsion, and novel autonomous systems/mission capabilities. Its focus is on extending operational reach/tempo and sustaining movement across contested, austere, and denied environments.

	Energy Integration
	Energy Integration advances and integrates emerging and energy innovations across domains, platforms, and microgrids, enhancing lethality, mobility, and maneuver in contested environments. Includes production forward.

	Directed Energy
	Directed Energy is operationalizing energy for high-powered directed energy weapons and radar systems, producing non-kinetic solutions at the tactical edge, and enabling energy prepositioning and storage.  Includes power and thermal management solutions for all domains.

	Land & Maritime
	Land and Maritime advances operational duration for ground/maritime platforms, including extending operational reach; enabling silent watch and silent mobility; implementing modular, power-dense, and intelligent energy systems for enhanced lethality and survivability; maintaining power in austere and contested environments including for forward manufacturing; and freedom of action of crewed and uncrewed non-aviation platforms and systems. 

	Aviation
	Aviation advances energy delivery, next generation airframes, propulsion, power and energy mission planning/in-route visibility, intelligent power management, extending range, persistence, and freedom of action of crewed and uncrewed aviation platforms.

	COMBAT POWER (6.3 RDT&E S&T)
OE-I’s Combat Power portfolio is powering the future of the DoW by delivering energy at the point of need, enabling mission success anywhere on earth and in space.

	Power Beaming
	Power Beaming targets high-efficiency wireless power technology, including advanced transmitters, relays, and receivers. These systems project energy across the battlespace, providing on-demand power for remote, uncrewed, and space-based/lunar applications. These technologies revolutionize power delivery for a more agile, resilient force.

	Space
	Space targets technologies advancing space/lunar energy generation, storage, and transmission. It prioritizes solutions for in-orbit refueling, space logistics, propulsion, maneuver, and space access. These capabilities dramatically increase energy availability and operational freedom within the space domain, enabling maneuver without regret.

	Stratosphere
	OECIF is interested in novel power and energy solutions that operate in and through the stratosphere.

	Counter-Uncrewed Aerial Systems (C-UAS)
	C-UAS prioritizes technologies that enhance the operational resilience of critical energy infrastructure. This includes integrating laser systems and high-power microwave (HPM) C-UAS capabilities into new or existing platforms. This portfolio favors platforms featuring dual-use potential for power beaming and directed energy threat neutralization.

	
NUCLEAR POWER (6.3 RDT&E S&T)
OE-I’s Nuclear portfolio is revolutionizing innovations in advanced nuclear reactors and radioisotope power systems (RPS) for Joint operations across all domains. Efforts ensure safer, lighter, smaller, and simply operated solutions for the warfighter.

	Nuclear Power
	Nuclear focuses on advancing kW-class nuclear reactors for military operations; small modular reactor components; and maturation of radioisotope power systems for spaceflight and terrestrial sensors, and domestic supply chain resilience. 

	SPECIAL PROJECTS (6.3 RDT&E S&T and 6.4 RDT&E non-S&T)

	Special Projects
	This focus area targets submissions to execute as special projects.  Non-airbreathing power and energy solutions are sought.




	OEPF (6.4 RDT&E non-S&T)

	OEPF
	This program validates mature, first-of-a-kind operational energy prototyping capabilities in realistic operational environments performing test, demonstration, and validation that reduces technical and programmatic risk and accelerates transitions into programs of record. It demonstrates capabilities alongside operational units, collecting warfighter feedback under realistic/operational conditions. OEPF supports Program Objective Memorandum (POM) insertion, including narrative justification, Modeling, Simulation, and Analysis, and generation of quality information for senior leader decision-making.


 

3.0 Solicitation, Submission & Evaluation Process
This solicitation for innovations operates on a continuous basis, providing maximum flexibility for submitters.
· Open Submission Period: This announcement remains open continuously.
· Continuous Evaluation: The OE-I team evaluates innovations throughout the year, rather than holding submissions until a formal closing date.
· Quarterly Initial Selection and Refinement (April, July, October, and January): Upon finding an innovation submission viable and technically feasible, the focus area team contacts the submitter directly. This action initiates a collaborative process for scope and cost refinement.
· OE-I archives non-viable innovations.
· Award: Following successful refinement, prioritization, OE-I Director approval, and funding availability, the government awards funding.

4.0 Submission Instructions
Submitters upload all solutions through the SAFiRE™ portal at cristlgov.com. The SAFiRE™ form includes several basic questions and a field for uploading a completed quad chart along with any other optional documents to support the submission. See oecif.org for instructions on how to get started. Use the designated section based on organization type:
· Government Consultation: Government agencies and laboratories upload submissions here.
· Industry Market Analysis: Any other party with no current Government lead (commercial entities, academic institutions, federally funded research and development centers, and non-government organizations) upload submissions here.



We appreciate your participation and look forward to working with you.


